
Robert Hodges 

Contemporary Pedagogy 

Teaching Philosophy 

My approach to the pedagogical process diverges from experiences as a student. In the field of 

International Studies and Political Science, the bulk of classes are lecture heavy based on 

readings of theories. This approach can be hypnotizing but not in a positive manner. To facilitate 

the student’s ability to learn and retain information, I take a contemporary approach that utilizes 

media sources for current news and critical examination of the events utilizing the topic of 

discussion. This allows students to apply the discussion to current events as the semester 

progresses which assists in their grasping the concepts presented in class. This divergent but 

increasingly followed pedagogical practice allows for the transition of traditional towards a 

progressive class room agenda to be set.  

Contemporary and Critical Pedagogy Application  

The utilization of critical pedagogy is the contemporary form of conducting class room activities 

and discussions. Adhering to University policy, I begin the semester with a thorough tracking 

through the syllabus. This allows for clear expectations to be set and assure all students enrolled 

are “on the same page” concerning policies and assignments. But, I also outline the course 

expectations as to my and the students combined responsibilities for the class. This portion is 

where the fun begins for the class. Students are informed that grades are not my prime concern 

but learning is the main goal. If the students can display that they have learned from the class, 

then the grade will reflect that. The break from the memorization and regurgitation system of 

education does frighten many students early. After an early life of constant grading based on 

testing, students are leery of a class where the display of knowledge is based on open topic 

papers. The use of technology and contemporary social media services does allow for the next 



generations to relate with sources of information. The expanding of resource base for 

information gathering creates the most excitement in younger students.  

To finalize the semester, the students are provided a rubric for a final paper that incorporates the 

entire semester of readings, power points, outside sources, and lectures. Although the students 

begin with looks of horror, they quickly transition to excitement as the project progresses. The 

final project rubric must be presented with ample time for the students to ask questions of 

clarification. This allows for the excitement to build and the students to engage the project with 

enthusiasm. It is awarding to see students as they realize they learned something applicable in the 

class room. This is through critical pedagogy with contemporary application.  

Learning from Students 

When conducting class, I always engage the students in open discussion. I present the topic and 

discuss the relevant points but then engage the class in open dialogue to find relevant current 

events. This immediate application allows me to see if the students are comprehending the topic. 

I watch facial expressions and body language while listening to the discussion to ascertain the 

level of comprehension. This level is not indicative of student capability but rather my 

presentation of the material. This immediate feedback allows me to alter my approach to the 

class and provide clearer lectures in the future. 

Conclusion 

Pedagogy is not a one way street. One does not give information and then test that information in 

an effort to facilitate learning. The use of contemporary resources in a modern application allows 

students to model their learning on their abilities. My role is to work with them to guide them 

through the field of International Studies. This is my approach to pedagogy in a lecture intensive 

field of study. 


